' 1894, snd found him.

. forgeries, the Willlams heirs enn now re-
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was faund upon the palntsid suvface of the
It was mads during her vie-
It was

vault door.
lent struzgle before her dedtl.
also ensy to glve to Milss Williams & de-

layed letter stnting that her slater’s pro-

posed visit had Leen given up, and also hy|
Intercepting later lotiers and m:hnilLutiugl
others to keep her from learning that the |

glater hod left the South.
The Second SWilitnms Murder.

Having secured -all the money aud
property Atiss Williams hud, It wag thne
that she was gliled, Owlng to afire that
pecurred in the enstle I was pnable to re-
uorf to the usual method in taking her lfe,
and afier some (delay took her to Mominee,
I, about November 15, 1802, reglstering
at n hote! near the post office, under an as-
gumed name, but azs man and wife. - My in-
tention was to quletly Kill' In some sure
manner, but a freight wreck that ocourred
on the outskirts of the town the day fol-
lowlog my arrivel there, whloh out af
curlosity 1 visited, brc.\ugh't ‘me in comlact
with a passenger eonductor, Peck, who
knew me, and I therefors abandoned it
but later returned and took her alght mlles
east of Momenes on n frelght line little
used mnd ended her lfe with ppison, and
buried her body In the basement of the
house spoken of at about the time of the
Irvington discoveries, 1895.

It was @ grest wonder that the bedy was
not found &t thnt thne, If the detectives
In reality went to that location. Nothing
would #f present time give me so much
satisfnetion as to kuow that her body had
been properly burled. I would be willing
to give up the few remaining days I have
to lve If by so dolng this would be ac-
compilshed. Beecause of her spotless life,
before she knew me, begause of the large
smount of money 1 defrauded bher of, be-
cause I killed her alater ond brother, and
because, not belng sutisfled with all this,
I endeavored after my arrest to blacken
her good name by charging ber with the
death of her sister, and Iater with the In-
stigation of tlie mirder of the two Pietzel
children; endeavoring to bhave It belloved
that her motive for so dolng was to aiford
an avenue of escape for herself, If ever
apprehended her  slster's death, by
poluting to me a8 4 wholesale murderer,
and therefore presumably guilty of the
sister's death as well; for all these reasons,
this is without exception the saddest and
moxt helnous of all my erlmes,

Another Forgoten Vietim,

A man who came to Chicago to attend
the CDolumbian Exposition, bot whose name
I cannot recnll, was my mest vietim, The

for

Chicago anthorities ean, 1f they chopse,
learn the name by inguiries made of the
Hartford Company, a Mn
Lasher, of the Btock Exchange Bullding;
T, . Duncomb, Metropolitan Bullding, all
of Chieage; a sash and doo mupnufacturing
company, opposite the Deering, Illinols,
statlon, 'or F. L. Jomes, a notary publfe, at
Indianapolis, at some one of which places
I hape elther his name of handwrltlng may
have been preserved, thus affording a clue
for ldentification by his friends, I deter-
mined to uge this man in my various busl.
ness dealings, and did do so for a time,
uatil 1 fonnd he had not the abllity 1 had
at first thonght he possessed, and I there-
fore declded to kill bim. This was done.
After Miss William's death, I found
among her papers an Ingorance polley,

Insnmnes

made in her favor, by her brother,
Baldwin Wlillams, of Leadville, Col
I therefore went to that elty In

Later be lost hls

A little Inter the assignment of the poli-
ey, th which T had forged Miss Willlams’s
nnme, to John Maxwell, of Leadville, the
administrator of the Willlams estate, was
henored and' the nioney paid, Both In
this Instapce and that of $1,000 check
given by D. Tolman, and checks agzregnt-
ing 2,600, by J. R. Hitt & Co., of Chliea-
go, inasmyuch as the indirsements are
cover these mmounts, although it will be
an undezerved hardship on those who have
once advaoeed the money upon them,

The Pitezel Muorders. /o

Benjamin F. Pltzel—So much had al-
rendy been prinfed (even In SBouth Afriea,
when the case wab recently given conslder
able prominence ln a local Issue there) re-
gording this ease that there s little will

mpnney, in which his death wuas bronght
It wll Dbe thay from
the first bonr of onr acqualntance, even be-
fore I knew he had n family
faer afford me additional vietims for the
gratification of my blood-thipatiness, I In-
tended to kI bim, and all my suhsequent
earo of hlin, as well as my apparent frust
hlm by his
amonnts of proporty, was simply to. galn
the eonfldence of him and his fatnily, so
when the time was ripe they would the

alount. nnierstood

wha swould

In placlng In pare: large

more readlly fall Into my hands.

It gsecms almost Ineredible now as I look
hack that 1 could have expocted to have
experienced gufflclent satisfoction in wit-
nessing thelr denth to repay me for even
the physlcal exertion that I had put forth
in their behalf during those seven long
years, to say nothlng of the amount of
money I had expended for their welfare
over and above what I could bave ex-
pected to have received from his compara-
tively small life Insurance. Yet, so it Is,
and It furnlshes a very striking [Hustration
of the vagaries In which thls hunoman mind
will under certain circumstances Indnlge.
Vargaries In comparison with which the
secking of burled {reasure at the rain-
bow's end, the deluosions of the exponent
of perpetunl motion, or the dreams of the
haseeshi flend are sanity itself,

Burned Him Allve,

Pitesel left his home for the last time

inte o July, 1894 We journeyed together

s~ Howard

biz

to New York and later to Phlladelphia,
where the fatal house on Callow Hill sireet,
in swhich he met his death, Beptember xx,,
15804, was hired. Then came my writing to
h'i_rn the dlscournging letters, purporting
to be from s wife, cavsing bim to resert
to drink, then the walting from day to day
until I should be sure to find him In &
drunken stupor at midday. This was sn
easy mutter, ag I was well acqualnted swith
his hablts, and so sure was I of finding
his thus incapaclitated that when the day
eame on which it was convenlent for me to
kil him, even before I went to hlg house,
I packed my trunk and made other ar-
rungements to leave Philadelphia In a hur-
rled flight immiedintely after his death,

be little for me to tell, #ave the actual

After thus preparing, T went to the house,

s Py Fighted 186

b N N Nt Ntenm——

3

quletly unlocked the door and stole nolse-
lessly within, and In the .st-cond-stgl'y oo
I founa him Insensibly drink, as I expected,
Even I thls condition the guestion may be
asked, “Had T no fear that he might be only
naturdlly nsleep or parilally lusensible, and
therefore lkely at any moment to come io
himself and defend himeself®' 1 angwer,
NO." Only one difficulty presented itself.
It wns necessary for me to ki Wlm In such
a manner that no struggle or movement of
his body should occor, otherwise, his cloth-
lug belng 1o any wuy displaced, It would
have been imposibie to again put them ln a

Pitzel
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an opportunlty to greatify my flendish Inst
for blood by golng to the graverard where
he had been taken, aid ander pretence of
seauring certain portions of his body for
microscopleal cximinntlons removed 2ame
with a knife, and the heartless manner In
which I did this and the evldent gratifica-
tion It afforded me has been most farcibly
told by Mr. Smith upon the witness stand.

As an instance of the infalllbility of jus-
tice, a8 a trilumph of right over wrong,
and of the genernl safety of condemning

M}-M
{Minnie Wiltiam$ {
Copiriahted (g9
By “Leslie’S WeeKly:

to the bhouse and kill him also,

tectives learned that T made thls call npon
the date that they knew the Insurmnce set-
tlement took place, they wo longer besitated
|In stating that 1, and I elpue;, could bave
murdersd the boy.

Upoft October 4, 1 returted to Indian-
arolls, and later in the snme day went to
Franktin, Ind,, which is sitoated soul of

Indinnupolts, while Irvington is enst there-
of. Franklin to Irvington, representing the
hypothenuse of a triangle, Franklin to In-

dinnapolls, and Iondianapolls to Irvington,

mnaking the Jlonger journey via Indlannpolis.

On October 5 the rent o fthe house was
pald, and at about 9 a. m. October 6 1
culled wpon Dr, Thompsan, st Irvington,
for the keys, he having been a forimer oe-
cupant. At 0§ o'¢lock upon the same day I
called wpon Mr. Brown at Irvington to en-
gage him to make some repalrs upon the
houss, and upon his sppearing Indifferent
I beecame very angry with him and my only
wonder now Is that T dld not entiee him
This small
clreumstance alded In bringing the crime
home to me when it was made known to
the detectives and consldered by them In
connection of many other ‘complaints of my

Ben J.

—

:-1“'
merl Conner

normnl conditiosn. I overcame this difl-
culty by first binding him hand and foot, and
having done thig, I procveeded to hurn him
alive, saturnting hls elothing and his face
with benzine, and lgnting 1t with a mateh,

So horrible was thilg torture that In writ-
ing It I have been tempted to attribute his
death to some more humane means; not
with a wish to spire myself, but because 1
fear that It will not be belleved that one
could be so heartless and depraved, but
such a course would be useléss, The au-
thorltles have determined for me that his
death could only huve occurred In this
manner—no blows or brulses upon the body
and no drug administered save chloroform,
which was not placed In his stomach untll
at least thirty minutes after his death. 'To
now meke a mlsstutement of the facts would
only serve to draw out additlenal erltlcism
from them. The least I can do is to sparpe
my readers the victlm's cries for merpy,
his prayers, and finnlly his plea for a more
speedy terminitlon of his sufferings, al]l of
which wpon me had no effect. Floally,
when he was dead, I removed the strips anq
ropes that bound hltn and extingulshed the
flames, and a little later poured Into his
stomach one and & half ounces of chloroform |

The Fiend's Philosophy.

It has been nsked why T'aid this weter I
kne whe was dend—what possible use it
could have served? My answer to this ls
thit I placed It there so that at the time
the post-mortem examlontion, which 1
knew wouldybe held, the Coroner's physls
clan would be warranted In reporting that
death was neeldental and dae (o n clenning
fiuld compesed of benzine and ehloroform,
and that the ‘chlotoform big) ot the time
of the explosion passed Into Jis stomach,

Snburban Train Scrvies to Bound
lirook,
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On recelpt of such intelligence I believed
the Insurance company would at once pay
the fuli amount of the claim.

Chloroform did more than this, however;
it developed the eoudition of his body that
In my Hmited medical experience I have
never geen or heard of, and I meuntion It
nere as a Tact of scientlfi» interest that T
belleve Is not generally kmown. It drove
from his entlre body tissue, brain and
viseern all evidence of recent Intoxieation
to such #an extent that the physiclans who
exumined the body after death were war-
ranted In stating under death that there
was no evidence of and they did not be-
Heve the man wns drunk at the time of
his death or within twelve hours thereto-
fore. That they were wrong in making
gnch deductions I8 proven by the weall-
known fact that all the testimony and cir-
cumstancea at my trisl tended to show
that he must have been Insensible from
liguor and that only in this condition could
I have killed him; a fact so strongly
brought out that the lenrned trial judge In
his’ argument commented upon it at some
length.

After hls death 1 gathered together varls
ous assignments of patents and deeds to
property he had held for me that T had
been cnreful to have him slgn over days
before, so I should mot suffer pecuniary
lops. I also wrote the elpher messige
found by the insurance company among my
papers after my arrest Imitating his hand-
writing, and after placing the Lody ln such
a position that by a cunnlug arrangement
of a window shutter upon the south side
of the bullding the sun wonld be reflecied
on his foce the entire day, I left the house
withont the slightest feellng of remorse for
my terrible acts. y

A Hespite from Murder,
Hor one manth and slx days thereafter I
took 1o huuian Hie, sithouzh about inee
weeks after Pitesals denth 1 was afford od/
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to. death wupon' circumstantilal evidence

nlone, this cnse is destined to long remain
prominent as o warning to those viclously
Inclined, and be a warning that their only
safe course I8 to uvold even the appear-
ance of evil,

Two questions that have been often asked
I will answer:

“Why did I make no defense at my trial
when by s0 dolng T conld lose nothing and
poseibly could haye galned?" !

I answer thaot after Detective Geyer's
Western Investigntions, which we could
oot &t that time In any way refote, and In
the case of Dr. Leffman's lenmed stnte-
ments, It would have been but a waste of
my counsei's energies and of my own to
have tried to comvince the most hmpartial
of juries that It was a case of sulelde ang
not murder.

Is it to be wondered at that I hesitated
before plucing the defense of sulclde be
fore a jury composed of men whoe hud, with
three exceptlons, stated under onth before
being passed upon Ly the Court us compe-
tent, that they had alrendy formed opin-
logs prejudleed to my Interests?

The secand question lg, did Pitexe]l during
bis elght years’ acqumintanee and almost
constant associatlon with me know that I
was a multl-murlerer; and If he did know,
wae he a party to sneh erimes?

I angwer that bhe neither knew of nor was
8 party to the taklsg, of any human life,
and 1 earnestly beg that this statement
muy be belileved bholl Justice to llls‘
memory, and on account of the surviving
members of his famlly. The worst acts he
ever participated In were dishonesties re-
garding properties and unlpwinl acts of
trade, in which he alded me freely.

In support of my statéement that he was
not cogulxant of 'un:r of the given crimes
whieh I have so freely confessed herein, I
will mention one of many instances al-
ready known to the anuthoritles, viz.: That
for slx months previon sto hls death he
had pianned openly with his wife that thelr
davghter, Allee, should spemd a year at a
school he belleved Miss Willlamg Intended
to open nenr Boston, and thelr plans were
of such o neture that Mrs, Pitezel knew
he wins not deceiving lher. He would not
have made thelr arrangements and there
would have been Do oceaslon for hlm to
have deceived ber:or family If he belleved
Miss Willlamg wns not alive,

The Piteznl Children.

Tpon the first day of October, 188, 1
took the three Pletzel ehildren to the Clrele
House at Indignapolis, where 1 engaged
permanent bourd for them until such n time
as 1 conld kil one or more of them.

Upon
the evening of that day T went to 8t. Louis,
where T remalped untll October 4, bually
engnzed in settling up the insurance mat-
ter with MeDonald and Howe, the atfor-
ueysl Durlng this time 1 also ealled apou
the angent or owper of the Irviogton or
Tndiauspolis House, this wus my first in.
ciautions step amd wns destlned to fasten
‘thé erime upon me, for later, when the de:

0 5 aWee Ky, '~

violence and ungovernable temper that hadg
come to their knowledge.

On October 7 I called at the Irvington
drug ‘store enrly in the evenlng and
purchased the drugs I needed to kill the
boy, and the follomving ovenlng In galn
went to the same store and bought an nl-
dltlonnl supply, as T fouad I had not ob-
tained a sufficlent quuntity on my first
visit. stép was to
furniture for the house,

M3 next seoure  the
Foisoned the Boy,

This was done on October 8, late in the
afternoon, ‘at such an lour that made It
impossible for the store owners to deliver
them, and as'1 wished to stay at Irvington

ed the goods to the Lbouse myself, keiping
the horse there until the next day. It wos
ulgo upon the Sth, early !lu the forenoon,

| a ‘shudder.
the two shorter sldes so that one could go |

from Frounklin to Irvington direct w!thm:ll

that night, I hired & CONVEFATR é\_ud sr,:;;;-_

“If T eould now recall one clreumstaiice; &
dollar of mioney to be galned, n dlaagreeable
act or weord on bis pert In justification of
|lh|n horrid erdme, It would be a satlsfaction
{to me, but to think that I committed thls
and other crimez for the piensure of killing
my fellow belfigs, to hear thelr erles for
verey, and pleas to be allowed even sufliclent
time to pray and préparve for death, all this
‘15 now too horrible for even me, bardensd

'rriminn] as I am, to sggain live over without

It 18 to be wondersd at that
glnce my arrest my days hnve been thonse of
self-reproaching torture, and my nights of
sleepless fear, or that even before my death
I hnve commenced to assume the form and
fentures of the evil one himssif. After I
had finlshed the cremation of my vietim, X
maife the excavation in which the few re-
maining portions were found at the thme
the horror was brought to light, which, to-
gether with the stove and other evidences
of my wroeng dolng., were brought here to

me in my efforts to save my life.
Then, after I had removed the hlopd and

other evidences of the erime and had burled
ihe contents of the trunk and part of the

trunk Itself, I went to the office of Powell
& Harter, at Indlasapolls, for my ‘maill;
from there to the hotel for the other twe
chilren, whom 1 took st once to Chicago.

I Immediately returned to the Irvington
House, and was seen there by Mr. Arm-
&lrong, a teamster, at such an: hour as te
have made 1t n foollsh act for me to have
persisted In saying that It was some other
person whom le saw. My Ildentifieation
In Chleago by n woman with whom the
children boarded and by the station agent
at Milwaukee, and later at Adrian, Mich.,
all showed the uselessness of trylng to es-
eape from one's self, or from the résponsi-
blllty of one's wrong act. In Detrolt 1
hired a house and made an excavation in
the busement, where I left a note In my
own handwriting. all of which I hastened
to tell the detectives as soom a5 1 was
arrested, so thit by their golng to the
house ond findlng both the excaration and
the note they would not be Inclined to
make a gimilar search in Toronto or othep
plices. :

Smothered Two in a Tronk.

T now with much reluctatice come to the
digcusslon of the mutders of Aliee and
Nellle Pitezel, whose deaths will seem to
many to be the saddest of all, both on
account af ‘the terribly Lleartloss mnaner
lo which they were accomplished, and be-
cause In one losinnoe, that of Alles, the
oldest of these chHdren, her death: was
the least of the wrongs suflered at my
hands. Here agaln 1 nm tempted to either
pass the matter by without spenking of It,
or to altogether deny It, but to what pur-
pose. It was poblicly known and freely com-
wentedmented upon on iy trial, and to
deny It now would only serve the double
purpose of breaking my resoltl... ¢~ wata
nothing In' reserve, aud of ecousing wany
who are somewhat famlllar with the de-
talls of the different cases to dlsbelieve
me Iu other matters; morebver the testls
mony dlready given by Mrs. Adlla Alcorn,
and the oplnion of Coroner Ashbridge and
Mr. Perry, who knew the tmental ‘.’:'::ll-

would, If ealled for, be sufficlent to decide
the matter. '

These chlldren, after boarding in Detrolt
for about one week, reached Poroots, and
wera taken to the Albion Hobtol, whors
they boarded nntll they were killed.. Upon
October 20 T hired the Vincent stroot houke,
having the lease mode in the name of
H. M. Howard In order to avert susplglon
w5 much as possibie In ecase an (ovesti
gatlon followed. Between 5 and § p. m. the
game day I took o large empty trunk
1o the house, anfl then passed the following
day at Ningurn Falils,. On the 234 ¥

bonght and took to the house the furnlturs,

childrén went to the house far a few
hours, The 24th was passod Ia ather patte
of the city, but on the 25th, the fatal
housé® at 1 p. m., and s lrtle later they
necompanied me to severnl clothing storey,
and finally, at 4 p. m, while they were in
n restaurant near by, [ entered a lurge
store In which 1 belleved 1 should taeﬁ:
|™Mry. Pitexel, holding In my bands some
| henvy Winter underwear, which- T had
}bnugh: for the Nttle bui' niready dead nt
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THE FORGED GHEGCKS GIVEN TO MRS. PITEZEL IN
THE PLAN OF FRAUD AND MURDER.

that I went tojthe repair shop for the long
knives T had ‘previously left thers to be
gshurpened. BEarly in the afternoon of Oc-
tober 10, T had the boy's trunk and a stove
I bod bought thken to the depot, and they
arrived at the Irvington house at aboit 6
p. ni., at which time Mr. Moreman was the
last persom who saw the boy alive, for al
most lmimediately 1 ecalled him Inte the
house an dipslsted thnt he go to bed at
once, first glving him the fatal does of
medicine.

Ag soon as be Lad ceased to breathe I cut
his body hito pleces that would pass
through the door of the stove, and by the
combiied use of gus and comncobs, pro-

coeded: to burn it, with as lttle fecling ns
titough It had beeh some inunimate article.

s IR ARS8

Indianapolls. At this tmeeting Mrs. Pltesol
has sald “I belleved my chlifron were
at that tlme lo that stere with ‘me ™

1 immediately took them to the WVincent
street hovse, and compelied them both o
get within the large trunk, through the
cover of which 1 made an opening, Here 1
left them untll I shonld retdirn apd st my

r -(‘o_;tlnlu'd on 'l;-nna Five.
——— ¢
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VYORITE

ARESCRIETION

Philndelphis at the Ume of my trial to mock .

tlon of the child upon the following day,

stove and bedding, abd on the 234 thél_

day of their death, they were seen st tha



